
Preparing for your 
F-1 Visa Interview

3. 	 Follow the U.S. Embassy/Consulate’s instructions to schedule a visa
interview.  It is important to apply for your F-1 student visa as far in advance as 
possible.  Many consulates recommend that appointments be made no more than 90 days 
from the intended date of travel, but some can make earlier arrangements for interviews. 

  2.  
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Maintaining Legal F-1 Status (a summary)

•	 Keep a valid I-20 which reflects your current degree level and program of study at 
all times. (Check the Program End Date on your I-20).

•	 Notify CIE of any change in your degree program or level so that we can inform       
SEVIS of the change within the required time (within 15 days of the beginning of your 
new program).

•	 If you are unable to finish all degree requirements before the Program End Date on your 
I-20, you must apply for a Program Extension BEFORE your I-20 expires.

•	 Maintain a valid passport (with validity at least six months into the future) at all 
times. (You must contact your Embassy or consulate to extend your passport).

•	 Refrain from unauthorized employment. See below for more employment information.
•	 Notify the University of any change to your local U.S. address, e-mail address or 

phone number within 10 days. (Log into MyCSUEB to update your contact information 
— note:  your address cannot be a Post O�ce Box).

•	 Maintain full-time enrollment.


