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Bureau of Labor Statistics

▪ Growth Outlook for Employment
▪ 17% increase in employment 2021-2031

▪ Median Pay 2021: $95,620 per year 

▪ Terminal Degree Needed: Doctorate of 
Physical Therapy (Clinical Doctorate)

▪ Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook, Physical Therapists,at 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/hea~ Physica-~ erapist. hmӃ  vpiiatdf 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physical-therapists.htm


        

Work Environment

Offices of physical, occupational and speech 
therapists, and audiologists 36 %

Hospitals; state, local, and private 29 %

Home health care services 11 %

Nursing and residential care facilities 5 %

Offices of physicians 3 %



        

Education
▪ Accredited Program (CAPT

http://www.capteonline.org/
https://www.capteonline.org/programs/developing-physical-therapy-programs/developingPT
https://www.capteonline.org/programs/developing-physical-therapy-programs/developingPT
https://www.fsbpt.org/




        

Cost of Programs - Do Your Homework



        

Competitive Field

Stats for Accepted PT Students for 2017-2018

Mean Cum GPA 3.57
Mean Pre-Req GPA 3.42

Mean Quantitative GRE 51%

Mean Verbal GRE 55%
Mean Analytical

 Writing GRE
56%

http://www.ptcas.org/uploadedFiles/PTCASorg
/About_PTCAS/PTCASApplicantDataRpt.pdf







        

Applications: 
How to Start Finding and Comparing Schools

▪ What schools offer PT and how do I compare them?
▪ Where can I find information on the program specifics (class size, faculty: 

student ratios, tuition, outcomes (board pass rates) etc) and if the 
program is accredited?
▪ https://aptaapps.apta.org//accreditedschoolsdirectory/captedirectory.

aspx
▪ http://www.ptcas.org/Directory/ (Scroll down!)

▪ CAPTE: Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy 
Education

▪ PTCAS: Physical Therapist Centralized Application Service

▪ Flex or Hybrid Programs in California
▪ USC
▪ St Augustine

Hint: Make a Spreadsheet

https://aptaapps.apta.org//accreditedschoolsdirectory/captedirectory.aspx
https://aptaapps.apta.org//accreditedschoolsdirectory/captedirectory.aspx
http://www.ptcas.org/Directory/


        
https://www.apta.org/cas/ptcas

Starting YOUR Journey

Scroll Down

https://www.apta.org/cas/ptcas


        https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/39/List-of-PTCAS-Progra
ms?qdl=14

What schools offer PT and how do I compare them?

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/39/List-of-PTCAS-Programs?qdl=14
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/39/List-of-PTCAS-Programs?qdl=14


        
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1OV5Cy6kPMeduDYvmsVExnry2Vcw
&hl=en&ll=34.43476339608641%2C-111.9575817593983&z=3

Map of Programs

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1OV5Cy6kPMeduDYvmsVExnry2Vcw&hl=en&ll=34.43476339608641%2C-111.9575817593983&z=3
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1OV5Cy6kPMeduDYvmsVExnry2Vcw&hl=en&ll=34.43476339608641%2C-111.9575817593983&z=3


        https://aptaapps.apta.org/accreditedschoolsdirectory/

https://aptaapps.apta.org/accreditedschoolsdirectory/


https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/39/List-of-PTCAS-Programs


        https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/



        

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5287/Comparison-of-Course-Prerequisites-by-Program
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5287/Comparison-of-Course-Prerequisites-by-Program


https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5259/Deadlines-by-Program-Name
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5259/Deadlines-by-Program-Name


        



        



        

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5257/PT-Observation-Requirements-by-Program
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5257/PT-Observation-Requirements-by-Program


        

Many have removed minimum observation hours

Now looking for…
“An understanding of the profession”

Consider…
▪ Observation hours at diverse settings (in-patient, out-patient) and with 

diverse patient populations (ortho, neuro, pediatrics, geriatrics, etc.)

▪ Hours can come from paid, internship, or volunteer experiences

▪ Conveying in your personal statement your experience/understanding



        

References

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5256/Reference-Requirements-by-Pro
gram

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5256/Reference-Requirements-by-Program
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5256/Reference-Requirements-by-Program


        

Supplemental Fees & Application

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5255/
Supplementals

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5255/Supplementals
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5255/Supplementals


        

GRE

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5254/GRE-Requirements-and-Codes-by-Prog
ram

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5254/GRE-Requirements-and-Codes-by-Program
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/5254/GRE-Requirements-and-Codes-by-Program


        

Cost Comparison

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/8529/Total-Cost-of-Education-Compa
rison

$214828$214828

https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/8529/Total-Cost-of-Education-Comparison
https://ptcasdirectory.apta.org/8529/Total-Cost-of-Education-Comparison


        



        

Suggestions

1. Search for schools that you are interested in by location etc.

2. Make a spreadsheet of all information for each school.

3. Review pre-reqs and make a plan to complete the courses no later 

than the Fall semester you will apply

4. Start PTCAS application EARLY

5. Understand the supplemental requirements of each school

6. Start gathering your transcripts EARLY

7. Approach Professors and Clinicians for letters



        

Applications: How to Start

▪ How do I start my application on PTCAS?
▪

http://www.ptcas.org/Checklist/


        



        

USC Essay Question:
Are there personal, cultural, economic, or social experiences (NOT already addressed in your 
response to the general PTCAS essay prompt) that have shaped your pursuit of physical therapy? If 
so, how? Have any of these experiences provided unique perspective(s) that would contribute to the 
profession of physical therapy?



        



        



        

23 different GPA calculations



        
http://www.mypatraining.com/retaking-classes/

Retaking Courses to Raise GPA





        

Professional Associations

▪

http://www.apta.org/AboutUs/
http://www.ccapta.org/

