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*This is a general outline for your rhetorical analysis and can be adapted to the various prompts and guidelines 

provided by the instructor or professor. 

Introduction and Thesis 

 Provide necessary background and context: clearly introduce the document, essay or 

article that you’re analyzing and inform your readers of the rhetorical situation (the 

text’s author, intended audience and the context in which it was produced). This 

background information should be short, concise and to the point.  

 Indicate whether the author was successful in accomplishing their purpose. Narrow 

your focus to a few particular aspects of the text that you will discuss. 

 Usually located at the end of an introductory paragraph, a thesis statement consists of 

one or two clear and specific sentences that tell your readers the purpose of your paper.  

 In your thesis, outline the tools (rhetorical appeals: ethos, pathos, logos, etc.) you will 
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