Introduction and Aims

The role of music in speech-language pathology (SLP) continues to be an area of
great clinical interest (Hurkmans et al., 2012).

Advanced imaging procedures are investigating how the neural correlates of
language and music overlap, to determine how these interactions might facilitate
language recovery (Patel, 2010).

Singing familiar songs has long been identified as a relatively spared ability for
many individuals with aphasia (Racette et al., 2006).

Yet the opportunity to be an active member in the creative arts, such as music, is
frequently limited by aphasia (Pound et al., 2010).

Aphasia choirs are gradually emerging in different countries,

with different composition, goals and aspirations,

but very little is known about them.
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Membership & Performances

« 8 cholirs include caregivers

* 4 choirs were IwA only, 10 choirs comprised at least 70% IwA

e 7 choirs included mixed etiologies (R CVA/neurodegen. disease)

« 12 choirs perform at aphasia awareness events or conferences

 Variety of musical directors: MT & SLP most common, others
Include musician, student clinician, stroke survivor, choir director

Common themes

Impress family & friends; strong emotional impact on audience; give voice to IwA



