Alumni Network:
Ed Wright “72”

Area of focus.
Technical and Design concentration.

Describe your career, especially what you are doing now.

I went on to graduate school at UCLA. There | majored in Scenic Design and won a
few awards associated with design. After my time in graduate school, | returned to
Hayward and worked at several small theatre companies (Berkeley Opera, Walnut
Creek Rep., HARD Little Theatre) and with IATSE while working full time at Cal State.
After deciding that | should move on, | relocated to Connecticut where | was going to
just pursue interests that | had never given time to. | am now an event production
supervisor for Mohegan Sun Casino and Resort, advancing and supervising any type
of production from productions in our 10,000 seat arena, our 350 seat Wolf Den and
Cabaret performance spaces to special events held in our ballroom and throughout
the property and beyond.

How has your Cal State experience helped you career-wise?
Without Cal State as my educator and career, | would not have the experience, educa-
tion, or confidence to pursue anything that | have done.
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Friends and Family are the most important part of my life story. It might sound a
little too “It's a Wonderful Life”ish, but without family and friends, everything else is
hollow.

Tell us your best advice for students.
Stick with it. Give yourself at least 7 years to find a fit. You can be successful per-

forming at HARD as well as in some high budget movie.
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